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STATE OF THE CITY 

FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 2012 

 Trader Joe's is coming to Evanston. Thank you Alderman Wynne, 
Northwestern University and some incredibly talented city staff. 

Alderman Wynne is a fabulous, dedicated, savvy public servant who 

typifies what makes Evanston so strong. But there is a story within the 
story and that is that Alderman Wynne, while wonderful, is not unique. 

Sorry, Melissa, but you got a great sentence leading up to this. We 
have a hard working, smart and dedicated group of aldermen. 

 
 I was having a drink with some Illinois mayors hosted by Mayor 

Rahm Emmanuel. I will not say who said what, but there was, as there 
often is, some complaining about aldermen. I said "Evanston’s 

aldermen are wonderful." That was not what anybody wanted to hear. 
I thought I was going to have to pay for my own drink, but Rahm is a 

gentleman, he paid. 
 

 News about Trader Joe’s coming to Evanston is wonderful, but 
this is a challenging economic climate. It is challenging for every 

community. There are decreasing revenues and increasing costs. In 

Evanston we are engaged in a balancing act, trying to provide enough 
services so that people will want to live here without taxing so heavily 

that people cannot afford to live here? People move here because they 
want to live in a diverse community with good schools and good 

neighborhoods. Socio economic diversity means some of us can afford 
to pay more taxes and some cannot. It is a balancing act, but we are 

fighting back.  
 

 Economic development is the top goal of every member of the 
Evanston City Council. We have increased our Economic Development 

Team from one part time person to 6. They are working hard and 
working well. Here are some examples of their efforts.  IRMCO, a 

manufacturer of lubricants for the auto industry and Evanston's oldest 
manufacturer turns 100 in two years.  The City is working with IRMCO 

to provide assistance to rehab their facility so they can increase their 

work force by almost one third and thereby increase their production 
capacity. 

 
 Staff has been working closely with CoLab Evanston, Evanston's 

newest co working space with 43 workers and a quickly growing 
gathering place for Evanston's entrepreneurial community. Nearly 200 

entrepreneurs, technologists, developers and investors meet at 
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CoLab's space to build connections between individuals interested in 

building, developing and funding high growth companies in the 
Evanston area. 

 
 A Gordon Foods store is under construction on Oakton.  The 

company was faced with significant costs associated with remediation 
and ground infrastructure work.  We all made it work.  The results of 

that collaboration are as follows.  The construction work is being done 
by an Evanston based company, G. A. Johnson.  The store will be open 

in 150 days, will employ 35 people, will generate between $5000 and 
$10,500 in sales tax and between $80,000 and $100,000 in property 

tax.   
 

 Evanston's first distillery, F.E.W. Whose name, they insist, is in 

no way related to Frances Willard's initials, wants and needs to have 

the City Council triple the amount of spirits they are allowed to sell. 
They just opened, and they have already won national awards.  Who 

knew there were national awards for whisky, but there are and FEW 
won several. Go there and visit. It is a fascinating place. When you get 

there you will see people's names on some of the whiskey barrels. 
Mayor, Jay Lytle, who signed the ordinance allowing the sale of alcohol 

in Evanston, has his name on a barrel. Jay's story is it is all because he 
was donating money to a charity. If you want to believe that, go 

ahead. 
 

 Northwestern is creating spinout companies and technology 
licenses on par or greater than peer institutions.  I hope you are 

listening, Representative Biss.  I read your paper “Building an 
Innovation Economy in Illinois.”  I read it twice.  There is enough 

leaseable land space in Skokie, but not in Evanston and that needs to 

change.  Evanston is proud to be the home of Northwestern University 
and we are going to be the proud home of all their spinout companies. 

 

 To put the vision President Obama outlined in his State of the 
Union address into practice in Evanston, Congresswoman Jan 

Schakowsky convened a meeting.  We are working on a program to 
match graduates skills with the requirements of jobs that too often go 

unfilled. 
 

 Later that day, talk about quick action, Dr. Witherspoon and I 

cut the ribbon on ETHS’s new auto-tech lab.  Graduates can be hired 
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at once or go to Triton College for more certification.  Oakton 

Community College is planning to come to ETHS and teach a 12 week 
nurses’ aide certification course.  With two hospitals and multiple 

Senior Assisted Living facilities, the jobs are there.  In typical only in 
Evanston fashion we have another group this one from Evanston 150 

working on workforce development.  Evanston is working hard to 
match skills and jobs so tell everyone to bring their business to 

Evanston.  They will find the workforce they need. 
 

 We will continue to rely on reinventing ourselves, reinventing our 

workforce, finding new technologies or new ways to do our jobs which 
brings me to the topic of water sales. 

 
 The City of Evanston is in the midst of discussions on several 

fronts to sell more water.  The City is working with the Northwest 

Water Commission on having the commission sell water to two smaller 
communities adjacent to them using the existing pipeline that 

connects Evanston to the Commission.  These communities should 
begin receiving water by the end of 2012.  The City is also working 

with the commission on a plan to increase the flow of water currently 
being piped west to allow for greater capacity that could allow new 

communities between here and the Commission to be added as water 
customers.  Finally, the commission is looking at moving forward with 

engineering plans to construct a second pipe to serve Commission 
members and customers. 

 

 The City is engaged in discussions with Lincolnwood, Morton 
Grove, Niles, Park Ridge and Des Plaines about providing water.  An 

update on these discussions and the ones we are having with the 

Northwest Municipal Joint Action Water Agency will be made to the 
City Council on March 19. 

 

 Skokie also remains a happy customer. 

 

 I would also like to thank City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz and 
Utilities Director Dave Stoneback for all their hard work.   

 
Affordable housing is in the news again.  The Meeks family is our first 

family.  They are the first to buy one of the Neighborhood Stabilization 
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Program 2 homes.  They have lived in Evanston for 10 years, but could 

not afford to buy a home until now.  The home, by the way, is 
beautiful and energy efficient.  But back to the Meeks, their son, 

Christopher is on the honor roll at Oakton School.  With flashbulbs 
flashing and reporters writing down everything that was said, 

Alderman Holmes told Christopher, “We have a ward newsletter and 
we print all the names of our students who are on the honor roll.  Just 

let me know when the honor roll is announced at Oakton and I’ll put 
your name in the newsletter.”  Christopher looked at her and said “I’ll 

think about it.”  He has a mind of his own.  He’s an Evanstonian 
through and through. 

 
 The $18,150,000 that the City received from the federal 

government’s Neighborhood Stabilization Program 2 stimulus funds 
has increased affordable housing, increased employment, increased 

diversity, increased economic development and decreased crime.  In 

addition to stabilizing these neighborhoods, the program has provided 
economic opportunities for the City’s businesses. Of almost $4.7 

million in awarded construction subcontracts and related development 
work, 61 percent has gone to minority, woman and Evanston business 

Enterprises and 28 percent to Section 3 business concerns. This 
exceeds our goal and they have done fantastic work.    

 

 Grey Street was in the news 2 years ago because, as the 
residents taught me, when homes are foreclosed, people move out 

and crime moves in.  Now Grey Street has a successful block club.  
The President, Elinor Lord was on hand to welcome the Meeks family.  

To fill 100 foreclosed homes with people like Christopher’s family 
keeps Evanston the vibrant community we all love.   

 

 President Obama’s stimulus plan has been an incredible success 

in Evanston because it’s a good plan, because we have a great 
workforce, and because of the woman in charge of it in Evanston, 

Jolene Saul.  I want everyone to know that our Section 3, minority-
woman and Evanston businesses do great work.  NSP2 proves that.  

Now it is time for all of us to hire them.  Talk with Jolene Saul she’s at 
my table.  She will show you the work they are doing. Then hire them. 

 

 Last year, Brinshore Development, our partner in NSP2, secured 
$9 million from the Illinois Housing Development Authority for the first 

phase of Emerson Square.  Emerson Square will transform a long 
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vacant industrial property on the City’s west side into a mixed-income 

housing development. The first phase, which will provide 32 units of 
housing, is expected to break ground by this summer. 

 

 There is affordable housing in Evanston.  There will be more.  
The Fifth Ward and the Great 8th Ward, sorry Delores but you don’t 

have an adjective to go with your ward, are excellent places to buy or 
rent a home. 

 

 When I spoke to you last year we were all concerned about the 5 
homicides that occurred in 2010.  I said I would call for a Safe 

Summer Summit which I did.  The community’s response, the 
response of many of you who are here today, was remarkable.  District 

65, District 202, the not for profits, city staff particularly the 

Recreation Department and the Evanston Police Department, Garrett 
Theological Seminary, the City Council and the faith community came 

together to offer 100s of hours of activities for young people and 
thousands of prayers.  Remember how worried we all were about the 

Summer because of the shooting at McDonalds’s at 4 o’clock in the 
afternoon.  As a result of all your efforts, the homicide rate was cut 

40%. Because of all your efforts, no Evanston youth, no one in their 
teens or 20’s was murdered or became a murderer.  Our young people 

had a safe summer and a safe year. 
 

 I am grateful to everyone who came to the Summit.  I am even 

more grateful for what you did.  Some examples are: ETHS basketball, 
540 participants; Fleetwood Jourdain Open Gym, 608 participants; 

Mason Park Drop In Activities, 1800; Roller Skating at Fleetwood, 

1620; Clark St. Beach Party, 75; Free 10 punch beach passes, 247.  If 
you imagine 10 times the number of activities I listed you will 

understand the depth of this community’s response and the strength 
of this community when we work together to resolve our problems. 

 

 There are two groups that I want to thank for their help.  Most 
Mayors need one Youth Advisory Task Force, but I need all the help I 

can get, so I have 2.  One is made up of adults and one brave 
teenager.  The other is all teens, two of whom are here today: Josh 

Easington and Sean Pitt.  The adults and teens helped design the Safe 
Summer Summit.  The adults are working on youth activities and 

providing jobs for the 18-25 year olds who need more skills to be 
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employable.  The teens help with feedback.  For example, we need to 

use Facebook more. We need to have the anonymous texting number 
announced in school when everyone can enter it into their phones.  

EPD needs to have officers get out of their squad cars and talk with 
students.  We need different access to teen activities on our website.  

We need to fix the basketball hoops at Robert Crown.  We need bands 
for teenagers at the Ethnic Arts Festival.  The girls want to play 

volleyball while the boys are playing basketball at Mason Park.  Try 
asking a group of teenagers to be critical of adults’ work, they can do 

it. Their help has been invaluable.  Superintendent Murphy, here’s a 
shout out to you.  All those terrific ETHS students are graduates of 

District 65.    
 

 This summer we have talked about having a Super Summer 

Sampler at ETHS where everyone who is providing activities for young 

people can come and show students what will be available.  If we need 
to do a better job of letting everyone know what is available, we will.  

I want to guarantee safety but I know I cannot.  Evanston can be a 
teen friendly city.  Hanging out on the street in front of the movie 

theater in order to see your friends is not going to be the main 
summer activity ever again. 

 

 Everyone wants an update on Mayor Morton’s activities.  Frankly, 
I am concerned.  She’s branching out from taking care of Evanston to 

handling all of Cook County.  She is our representative to the 
Community and Economic Development Association of Cook County, 

Incorporated and she is on a mission to be sure that everyone in Cook 
County who needs help, gets help.  Don’t worry about CEDA.  They will 

be fine. Lorraine is on the case. Worry about me. I’m in Cook County 

too Lorraine.  You could stay in town and help me.   
 

 Evanston was the first Illinois city our size to hire a Sustainable 
Programs Coordinator.  We fund the position through grants that the 

Coordinator, Catherine Hurley acquires.  We continue to implement the 
Evanston Climate Action Plan and incorporate sustainability into city 

operations, practices and policies.  In these tough economic times, 
Catherine focuses on leveraging grants and working with community 

partners to deliver cost effective projects and programs. 
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 Our outstanding work, and I need to highlight the public works 

department’s efforts has also been recognized by state and national 
organizations, earning Evanston several prestigious awards. 

• In Illinois, Evanston was one of only five local governments that 
received the 2011 Governors’ Sustainability Award for our 
significant achievements in protecting the environment, helping 

sustain the future, and improving the economy. 

 

• The National Environmental Hall of Fame Award was presented 

to Evanston for our work in creating and implementing projects 
in our community that address social, environmental and 

financial aspects of sustainability. 

 

• The U.S. Conference of Mayors selected Evanston from the pool 

of 130 applicants for the 2011 Climate Protection Award for the 
City’s efforts to increase energy efficiency and reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions. Award sponsor Walmart provided a 
$15,000 check which was donated to the not-for-profit 

organization, Citizens’ Greener Evanston, to continue support for 
Climate Action Plan implementation. 

 

 Transit oriented development is an important part of our 

environmental work.  Thanks to the stubborn, relentless advocacy of 
this City Council and many Councils before us, and thanks to the even 

more stubborn, relentless advocacy of our State Senator Jeff 
Schoenberg.  We will have 3 new viaducts – at Grove, Dempster and 

Greenleaf streets.  Jeff may or may not be able to move mountains, 
but he definitely can move viaducts.  This is a $10.3 million dollar 

project that includes repairing the retaining wall along Chicago Avenue 
from Greenleaf to Hamilton.  Jeff said he would not retire until he got 

the viaducts for us and he did what he said.   
 

 People still ask about relations with Northwestern University.  My 
hope is to get to the point where relations have been great for so long 

that nobody asks about it.  I’ll tell you my favorite story from this 

year’s collection.  Before a football game, actually before the Paint the 
Town Purple football game, a constituent called with all sorts of 

concerns about the proposed additional parking on the golf course.  
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She was concerned about her ability to enter and exit her garage, 

possible tailgating, possible garbage, possible everything.  Doug 
Gaynor worked to answer all her concerns.  After a barrage of emails, 

I thought all was well, then one last email came.  She wanted to know 
why her fire hydrant had not been painted purple like the ones around 

the stadium.  The fire department painted the hydrant purple and all 
was well.  She may have had practical issues with NU game days, but 

she was and is a fan. 
 

 In 2011, Northwestern University donated $253,000 to the City 

of Evanston, which will cover the entire cost of a new frontline 
ambulance for our Fire Department.  This addition to our fleet will 

enable us to continue to provide excellent, responsive service to 
Evanston residents. 

 

 NU’s building permit fees for 2012 are expected to be 

$2,000,000 to cover the Bienen School of Music and the Visitors 
Center.   

 
 At the end of the day, there’s a clear message from my story.  

Go Cats. 
 

 The Evanston Police Department continues to do excellent work 

in our community.  In comparison to the year 2010, overall crime saw 
a very minor reduction of .3 percent.  However, the most significant 

reductions occurred in the area of violent crime. Murder was reduced 
by 40% (5 in 2010 to 3 in 2011), Aggravated Battery & Assaults were 

reduced by 23.8% (126 in 2010 to 96 in 2011) and police response to 

calls of shots fired had a reduction by 28.3 percent.  
 

 During 2011 the Evanston Police Department concluded two 

major undercover narcotics operations that were initiated with the goal 
of reducing violent crime.  Those operations were Operation 

Bloodhound which specifically targeted the “Belizean Bloods” Street 
Gang and Operation Reply.  Evanston is a safer place because of these 

cooperative efforts by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the 
Cook County Sheriff working with Evanston Police. 
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 The majority of crimes reported each year and in 2011 for 

Evanston are thefts.  163 reported thefts occurred by items being 
taken from unlocked vehicles, please remember to lock your cars. 

 
Fire Department 

Enough of crime, let’s talk about the Arts 

 

 During the past 6 months there have been many discussions 

about possible models for future operation of both the Noyes Cultural 
Arts Center and the Evanston Art Center.  The Evanston Art Center 

recognized the city’s financial inability to make needed capital 
improvements to the Harley Clarke Mansion.  At the same time the 

Piven Theater Workshop approached the City with a proposal to 

expand its occupancy at Noyes.  The third piece to the puzzle is the 
proposal of the other tenants at Noyes to come together in a collective 

approach of self governance for the Center.  With the City’s full 
support they have formed a tenants organization.  All the pieces of the 

puzzle are coming together at the same time. 
 

 The Art Center is working with the City on options for relocation 
of all the Center’s programs within Evanston.  It is not the intent of the 

City to force the Arts Center to vacate the Harley Clarke Mansion, but 
rather to partner with the Arts Center to identify a new location in 

Evanston that will allow the Arts Center to flourish in a building that 
will not fall down around them and allow them to expand to serve the 

larger community.  With the vacation of the Mansion, the City would 
weigh its options for future uses of the building while retaining access 

to the lakefront and other public properties immediately adjacent to 

the Mansion. 
 

 With the Piven Theater requesting a long term lease to the space 

in exchange for an investment of $2.5 million in capital improvements 
to the building and the Evanston Art Center contemplating a move into 

a more accessible location, accessible in terms of public transportation, 
parking and ADA, the future for the Arts in Evanston is exponentially 

exciting.  We want to help all our artists and have room for more. 
 

 The advice Mayors get, cliff notes for surviving in this economy, 

is collaborate and innovate.  In Evanston we do that very well.   
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 In closing I would like to tell you a story that gives me 

confidence that we can handle whatever problems come our way.  The 
film, the Interrupters was being shown at the Evanston Public Library.  

I was asked to be on a panel to discuss the film which, if you haven’t 
seen it, is wonderful.  Someone asked me what I was doing to provide 

jobs for ex offenders. I talked about the Northwestern University 
student group’s efforts to help entrepreneurs including ex offenders 

start businesses and said that, other than that, I was getting nowhere. 
I was striking out with businesses. At the end of the discussion, Mr. 

Scott Siegel came up to me and handed me his business card. He said 
“Business isn’t great but I will hire one ex offender.” As long as we 

have residents like Mr. Siegel who identify a problem and, without 
being asked, volunteer to do what they can, Evanston is, and will 

continue to be a unique and inspiring place to live.   

 

Thank you. 


