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RESOLUTION FOR THE RECOGNITION OF NATIVE LANDS AND 

THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF ENSLAVED PEOPLES 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education of Evanston/Skokie Community Consolidated 

School District No. 65 (the “Board”) offers a land acknowledgement to the Native American 

peoples of the great lakes region which has become Illinois  and a recognition of the contributions 

of African peoples and peoples of African descent to the development of Illinois and the United 

States; 

WHEREAS, a land acknowledgment is a formal statement given at the beginning of 

organized events, celebrations, or activities, to recognize the enduring relationship between 

Indigenous Peoples and lands stolen from them; 

WHEREAS, land acknowledgments serve to illuminate ongoing Indigenous presence, 

uphold Indigenous sovereignty, as well as recognize and counter settler colonial legacies of 

violence, erasure, and land expropriation; 

WHEREAS, the purpose of these statements is to show respect and honor to the 

Indigenous Peoples whom the land of the United States has been home to since time 

immemorial; and the Indigenous people of the continent of Africa involuntarily transplanted to 

this land. 

WHEREAS, Illinois and neighboring midwestern states are the traditional lands of the 

Council of Three Fires, consisting of the Potawatomi, Ojibwe, and Odawa tribes. Illinois’ land 

also served as a home and important station and passage for the Miami, Ho-Chunk, Menominee, 

Inoka, Sac, Fox, Peoria, and other tribal nations before the forceful removal of the tribes; 

WHEREAS, to acknowledge Evanston, and its founder Johns Evans, are tied to the 

massacre of Cheyenne and Arapaho people; the removal of Cheyenne and Arapaho people for 
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railroads and westward expansion upon which John Evan’s developed his wealth and founded 

Evanaton; 

WHEREAS, Illinois and Chicagoland are still currently home to thousands of Native 

people who continue to face systemic racism and the deliberate exclusion from many systems, 

including education; 

WHEREAS, education has been the core tool of the United States to enact cultural 

genocide of Indigenous peoples from Indian boarding schools to current schools and standards that 

perpetuate ongoing systemic racism in the from of Indigneous absence. The systemic invisibility 

of Indigenous peoples facilitates non-Indigneous peoples knowledge, perspectives, and attitudes 

towards Indigenous peoples and contribute to Indigneous peoples ongoing struggles for 

sovereignty, self determination, and just inclusion and representation in broader society; 

WHEREAS, Illinois and the greater United States were violently taken under settler 

colonialism through genocidal actions and open warfare; 

WHEREAS, the genocidal acts of settler colonialism extended to peoples of Africa and 

their enslaved descendants; 

WHEREAS, the Board acknowledges the horrors of slavery that happened upon the land 

that encompasses Illinois and the United States; 

WHEREAS, the transatlantic slave trade was an act of genocide that involved the forced 

the removal of people from their continent of origin, Africa, trafficked people across the middle 

passage to the Americas, separating enslaved people from their elders and homeland; 

WHEREAS, slavery involved the cruel and inhumane treatment of peoples of African 

descent for generations and forced the enslaved into brutal living conditions and the performance 

of gruesome labor that sowed the foundation of the United States; 
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WHEREAS, despite Illinois having developed as a state that prohibited slavery, slavery 

was an accepted practice before and after Illinois received statehood; 

WHEREAS, the vestiges of slavery remain present throughout the United States and 

directly affect the descendants of enslaved peoples; 

WHEREAS, the descendants of slaves help define the African diaspora; rich, and 

heterogeneous communities descended from African peoples; 

WHEREAS, after the abolition of slavery, White supremacy, and racist violence against 

descendants of slaves remained common throughout the United States and went largely unchecked 

by the justice system; 

WHEREAS, the pattern of violence against peoples of African descent in the United States 

shows that the pursuit to end State-sanctioned violence against Black people continues and causes 

struggle daily for liberation in resistance to continued social, political, and economic anti-Black 

racism and oppression; 

WHEREAS, we honor those who have come before us as leaders and stewards, by whom 

the land of Illinois was cared for and protected;   

WHEREAS, practicing acknowledgment raises awareness about histories that are often 

suppressed or forgotten; 

WHEREAS, this acknowledgment promotes ongoing awareness and action against racial 

injustices; 

WHEREAS, to be consistent with the Board’s mission of diversity, equity, and inclusion, 

it is the Board’s responsibility to acknowledge the histories attached to this land; 

WHEREAS, to be consistent with the Board’s mission of diversity, equity, and inclusion, 

the Board recognizes the important role that educational institutions have in examining the 
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historical systems of oppression and the impact on indigenous peoples and the descendants of 

African slaves;   

WHEREAS, to be consistent with the Board’s mission of diversity, equity, and inclusion, 

the Board is providing curricular experiences for its students that engage students in discussions 

that interrogate systems of oppression, prioritize historically marginalized communities that our 

students are a part of to affirm students’ personal experiences, include diverse and accurate 

representations of protagonists, and are culturally sensitive, fair and unbiased.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of 

Evanston/Skokie Community Consolidated School District No. 65, as follows: 

1. The Board affirms, recognizes, and honors the enduring relationship between Indigenous 

Peoples to the lands that encompass Illinois. 

2. The Board acknowledges the historical significance of slavery and honors the lives of 

enslaved peoples and their lasting legacies, which are present in the economic foundations 

of this land and in the lives of the members of the African diaspora. 

3. The Board condemns the acts of genocide perpetrated against Native American and African 

peoples. 

4. The Board condemns the continued legacy of racism, including systemic racism, and White 

supremacy against Native American and peoples of African descent in the United States. 

5. The Board honors those who have come before us as leaders and stewards, by whom this 

land was cared for and protected, and the Board encourages its residents to continue 

expanding their knowledge through engagement with online and local resources. 

6. The Board commits to providing curricular experiences for its students that engage students 

in discussions that interrogate systems of oppression, prioritize historically marginalized 
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communities that our students are a part of to affirm students’ personal experiences, include 

diverse and accurate representations of protagonists, and are culturally sensitive, fair and 

unbiased.   

7. The Board shall read a Land Acknowledgement at the beginning of each Board and Board 

Committee meeting following the adoption of this Resolution on March 22, 2021.  The 

Land Acknowledgment is attached to this Resolution as Exhibit A.   

8. The Resolution shall be in full force and effect upon its adoption. 

  

ADOPTED this 22nd day of March 2021, by a roll call vote as follows: 

  

         YES: ___________________________________________________________________ 

  

         NO: ____________________________________________________________________ 

  

         ABSENT: _______________________________________________________________ 

  

ABSTAIN: ______________________________________________________________ 

  

  

                                                                              ____________________________________ 

                                                                                          President, Board of Education 

 Attest:  

____________________________________ 

         Secretary, Board of Education 
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Exhibit A 

 

Land Acknowledgment  

 

 

This is the land of the Council of Three Fires, the Potawatomi, Ojibwe and Odawa. This land also 

served as an important meeting place for Miami, Ho-Chunk, the Menominee, Inoka, Sac, Fox, 

Peoria and other Tribal nations. We acknowledge Evanston, and its founder Johns Evans, are tied 

to the massacre of Cheyenne and Arapaho people; the removal of Cheyenne and Arapaho people 

for railroads and westward expansion upon which John Evan’s developed his wealth and founded 

Evanaton.  And we acknowledge education has been the core tool of the United States to enact 

cultural genocide of Indigenous peoples from Indian boarding schools to current schools and 

standards that perpetuate ongoing systemic racism in the from of Indigneous absence. The 

systemic invisibility of Indigenous peoples facilitates non-Indigneous peoples knowledge, 

perspectives, and attitudes towards Indigenous peoples and contributes to Indigneous peoples 

ongoing struggles for sovereignty, self determination, and just presence and representation in 

broader society.  This land was violently taken under settler colonialism through genocidal actions 

and open warfare, and the great lakes region which has become Illinois  and Chicagoland is still 

currently home to thousands of Native people who are actively struggling for sovereignty, self-

determination and justice.  

 

The genocidal acts of settler colonialism extended to peoples of Africa and their enslaved 

descendants. The horrors of slavery that happened upon this land, the land that encompasses 

Illinois and the United States; the transatlantic slave trade was an act of genocide that involved the 

forced removal of people from their continent of origin, Africa, trafficked humans across the 

middle passage to the Americas, separating enslaved people from their elders and homeland; 

slavery involved the cruel and inhumane treatment of peoples of African descent for generations 

and forced the enslaved into brutal living conditions and the performance of gruesome labor that 

sowed the foundation of the United States. Despite Illinois having developed as a state that 

prohibited slavery, slavery was an accepted practice before and after Illinois received statehood; 

the vestiges of slavery remain present throughout the United States and directly affect the 

descendants of enslaved peoples; the descendants of the enslaved help define the African diaspora; 

rich, and heterogeneous communities descended from African peoples. After the abolition of 

slavery, white supremacy, and racist violence against descendants of the enslaved and members of 

the African diaspora remained common throughout the United States and went largely unchecked 

by the justice system; the pattern of violence against peoples of African descent in the United 

States shows that the pursuit to end State-sanctioned violence against Black people continues and 

causes struggle daily for liberation in resistance to continued social, political, and economic anti-

Black racism and oppression. 

  

We honor those that have come before us as leaders and stewards, by whom the land of Illinois 

was cared for and protected.  We encourage everyone consuming this message to continue 

expanding their knowledge through awareness of local mutual aid models for survival and 

engagement with some online and  local resources such as the Chicago American Indian 

Community Collaborative.: and The Shorefront Legacy Center. 

 

https://chicagoaicc.com/
https://chicagoaicc.com/

